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To whom it may concern, 

 

 

Dr. Valery Engel has asked me to provide a professional evaluation of his professional 

research, and I am happy to do so.  I should say at the start that I know Dr. Engel’s work very 

well. He is a distinguished and much-published scholar, whose comparative time-bound studies 

of extremism reach back to 2015. They are basically organized in similar fashion, which is to 

say, by academic experts writing about nations that reflect their particular expertise. This is a 

standard approach that assures a variety of different views on the overall phenomena of 

extremism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism, racism, and the like while maintaining an overarching 

critical structure. It is worth mentioning here that Dr. Engel is also a consultant of the Counter-

Terrorism Section at the UN Counter-Terrorism Center in addition to his many other activities.  

Cognizant of his excellent earlier study of 20222, “Xenophobia, Minority Rights, and 

Radicalization in the OSCE Area, 2020-2022,”  I urged Dr. Engel to submit his new anthology,  

“Extremism in Europe and North America: A Comparative Analysis 2023-2025,” for publication 

in my series, “Critical Political Theory and Radical Practice,” which is published in the United 

States by Palgrave/Macmillan. My series has more than two-dozen volumes, and I like to think 

that its prestige and standing matches that of its publisher. It was accepted after extensive 

academic peer-review, and it will appear in April-May 2026 – as you can see below:  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Extremism-Europe-North-America-Comparative/dp/3032196590 

Dr. Engel’s anthology is an important addition to my series and it will surely make an  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Extremism-Europe-North-America-Comparative/dp/3032196590


 

exceptional contribution to the existing literature on extremism, which is remarkably short on 

non-polemical works with real breadth and well-grounded empirical analysis. This volume 

exhibits illuminating evaluations and criticisms of extremist movements and state actors, 

especially with respect to their policies on minority rights. This is a purely academic work of 

research. Dr. Engel has no axe to grind and the book’s evaluations, as well as his own, are both 

prudent and balanced.  Great care went into this sprawling enterprise that covers member-states 

of NATO but. I should add, not the Baltics.  

Engel’s “Extremism” is an anthology of articles by leading figures in comparative 

politics who express a wide-range of views. These include particularly well-known scholars such 

as Jean-Yves Camus, Dr. Eviane Leidig,  and Dr. William Allchorn. I have no doubt that the 

research into extremism from 2023-2025  edited by Dr. Engel, as well as his previously works of 

this sort, will become standard research works for scholars dealing with this topic and others that 

are related. I am honored to have this book as part of my series. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Stephen Eric Bronner 
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