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March 17, 2026 

To Whom It May Concern 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

The monograph Xenophobia, Minority Rights and Radicalisation in the OSCE Area 

2020–2022, prepared under the auspices of the European Center for Democracy 

Development and edited by Dr. Valery Engel, constitutes a scholarly analytical report 

authored by an international team of experts from the United States, Canada, the United 

Kingdom, Germany, France, Italy, Hungary, Greece, Poland, and other OSCE 

participating states. Covering the period 2020 to 2022, the study examines complex 

issues including xenophobia, minority rights, extremism, and radicalization across the 

OSCE region through a comparative and evidence based approach. 

The work is academic in character and relies on legislative analysis, law enforcement 

practices, statistical data, and sociological research to provide a balanced assessment of 

developments across multiple countries. It identifies both positive trends, such as legal 

and institutional reforms in Germany and the European Union, and persistent challenges, 

including racial and religious profiling in the United States and France, anti-Roma 

practices in Bulgaria and Greece, and the rise of antisemitism and Islamophobia in the 

United Kingdom and Italy, as well as increasing hate crimes in Canada. 

The study devotes particular attention to Eastern Europe, including Poland, Hungary, 

Russia, and Ukraine, where it highlights both reform efforts and ongoing concerns related 

to restrictive legislation and exclusionary rhetoric. For example, in Russia, the report 

documents the tightening of anti-extremism legislation and pressures affecting religious 

and sexual minorities. In Hungary, it identifies continued anti-immigrant rhetoric and 

restrictions affecting LGBTQ individuals, while in Poland it highlights issues related to 

the non-recognition of the Silesian minority and tensions surrounding refugee policies. 

Overall, the monograph represents a comprehensive and methodologically grounded 

contribution to the study of socio-political dynamics across the OSCE area, offering a 

nuanced and evidence based assessment of developments in countries including the 

United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, Germany, France, Italy, Greece, Poland, 

Hungary, Russia, and Ukraine. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out. 
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Sincerely, 

 

Igor A. Kotler 

President and Executive Director 
 


