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April 1, 2026 

Letter of Support for Dr. Valery Engel 

To whom it may concern, 

It is a privilege to write this letter of support for Dr. Valery Engel, an esteemed colleague whose significant 
contributions to the study of extremism and minority rights have significantly enriched our academic community at 
Rutgers Center for the Study of Genocide and Human Rights. Dr. Engel has served with distinction as a Visiting 
Scholar and has been a vital contributor to the Global Consortium for the Study of Bigotry and Hate. 

Our collaboration through the Center for the Study of Genocide and Human Rights (CGHR) has been greatly 
enhanced by Dr. Engel’s unique expertise. His research offers a sophisticated comparative and motivational analysis 
of xenophobia and radicalism across North American and European contexts. With a scholarly record that includes 
11 monographs and over 60 scientific articles, his work provides a critical foundation for understanding the complex 
drivers of international conflict and the systemic challenges facing minority populations in contemporary Europe. 

Dr. Engel’s contributions to the Global Consortium for the Study of Bigotry and Hate are particularly noteworthy. 
His ability to bridge theoretical frameworks with practical, global-scale applications has been indispensable. 
Furthermore, his extensive experience working with United Nations agencies—including his roles as a member of 
the Global Research Network (GRN) of the U.N. Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate (CTED) and 
as a Consultant for the UN Counter-Terrorism Centre—brings a necessary international perspective to our collective 
work. This background ensures that his scholarly insights are informed by the highest levels of global policy and 
security discourse. As a Senior Fellow of the Far-Right Analytical Network, Dr. Engel consistently demonstrates an 
unwavering commitment to rigorous inquiry and the preservation of human rights. His presence as a scholar has not 
only advanced our research initiatives but has also served as a catalyst for deeper institutional understanding of 
global extremism. 

I offer my strongest recommendation for Dr. Valery Engel. His scholarship, professional integrity, and dedicated 
engagement with international humanitarian frameworks make him an invaluable asset to any academic or 
professional endeavor. If you have any questions about this recommendation, please do not hesitate to reach out. 

Warm regards, 
 
Nela Navarro 
Associate Teaching Professor, Department of English 
Affiliate Faculty, Department of Spanish & Portuguese, Rutgers-Newark 
Associate Director & Director of Education, Center for the Study of Genocide and Human Rights 
(CGHR)@RU-Global (CGHR’s Director Holds UNESCO Chair in Genocide Prevention) 
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 
Email: nnavarro@english.rutgers.edu  
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